
Director’s Corner 
"Nature is becoming victim of human greed. 

Pollutants and Environmental imbalances cause 

many mysterious diseases. The solution is in our 

hands. Let's take a revolutionary step, let's avoid 

pollution and get Clean Air & Pure Water" 

Dr. Vinita Apte 

Founder Director  

TERRE Policy Centre 

“ 
 
Small Act Green Impact 

 
Water is a privilege, 
so don't take it for 

granted... 
Save rainwater 
today, to enjoy 

better tomorrow on 
the earth 

Ecology -  

- Originated from Africa, the Arabian 

Peninsula, and the Indian Subcontinent. 

- It can grow on a wide variety of soils 

and climatic conditions but are 

generally found in dry areas. 

- The temperature requirement for its 

growth ranges from 15 - 28°C with the 

rainfall in between 100 mm – 1500 

mm. 

Common Name: Babool 

Scientific name: Acacia Nilotica 
TERRE's TREES 

Use of Babool - 

- The bark of A. Nilotica is used as a tan. 

- The timber is very durable and is used for 

wheels, as fuel and well-curbs. The wood of 

this tree is resistant to termites and therefore, 

it can be used for furniture. 

- Tender leaves act as a blood purifier and 

are also used as fodder for cattle. 

- The leaves are also used as a treatment for 

diarrhea and gonorrhea. 

My Relationship With TERRE (The Earth) 
Sushilkumar Yadav to TERRE team on Volunteering activity at Smritivan Warje. 
"It was well-maintained forest land. Water reservoir are  placed at multiple places so that people can easily supply water to 

the trees. Coming to the activity, early morning work to nurture the place was nice experience. Working in a team, about 

whom I hardly knew something was a great exercise and we had fun working together. Would like to contribute to more such 

activities. 

Thank you."                                                                                                              ……Sushilkumar Yadav                                    

                                                      Persistent Foundation 
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Team TERRE is proud to congratulate Dr. Rajendra Shende (Chairman 

TERRE) for receiving Honorary Doctorate from MIT-ADT University 
 

“ 

www.terrepolicycentre.com 
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Plant Adoption Activity at Smritivan, Warje 

(1st February, 2020) 

 

Ms. Nidhi Pawar 

has adopted a 

peepal tree in the 

memory of her loving 

aunt Smt. Prabha 

Shekhar at Smritivan 

Warje 

Volunteering activity at Smritivan, Warje by 

Persistent Foundation 

(29th February, 2020) 
 

On 29th February 2020, team of more than 16 highly 

enthusiastic volunteers of Persistent Foundation watered 

trees in various location at Smritivan Warje. This activity 

was conducted from 7.50 am to 10 am. More than 350 

trees were nurtured in this activity. 

TERRE at CMS COP13                                                      (17th February, 2020) 

With the incentive of sharing best practices at conserving migratory 

species and other wildlife, China Biodiversity Conservation and Green 

Development Foundation (CBCGDF), Operation Earth and TERRE 

Policy Centre co-hosted a thematic side event "People's 

Participation Approach: A Bottom-Up Approach Towards 

Migratory Species Conservation" at the thirteenth Conference of 

Parties to the Convention on Migratory Species (CMS COP13) on 

17th February 2020 in Gandhinagar, Gujarat. TERRE was represented 

by Dr. Rajendra Shende, Chairman TERRE and Former Director 

UNEP. 

 

Click here for TERRE's participation in CMS COP13 On below link 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W30wP_G2BGE&feature=youtu.be  
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TERRE Olympiad Award Ceremony                                                (18th February, 2020) 

      On 18th of February 2020, the 5th edition of TERRE 

Olympiad Award Ceremony (2019-20) was celebrated in S.M. 

Joshi Hall, Pune. Chief Guest for the award ceremony was Mr. 

Sitaram Kandi (Vice President of TATA Motors, Employee 

relations, Skills and Corporate Social Responsibility). TERRE 

Olympiad was supported by TATA Motors, Symantec, CAF 

India, Little Planet Foundation and TATA Motors Gram Vikas 

Kendra Jamsedpur. More than 2,60,000 students participated in 

the competition in 3 categories - Tree, Sapling and Plant.  

     Top 10 students were awarded from Sapling and Plant 

category and top 3 students from Tree category. 100 students 

were selected for consolation prize. According to the categories 

Laptop, Smartphone, Hard Drive, MI fitness band, Bluetooth 

speaker, Pen Drive, Trophy, Medal, Certificate and India’s 

National Flag were awarded to the students. Total 9 Schools 

and 2 Academies were awarded for student participation under 

different categories.   

Hon. Mr. Prakash Javadekar, Minister of Information and 

Broadcasting, Minister of Environment, Forest and Climate 

Change, Minister of Heavy Industries and Public Enterprises,  

appreciated the students, teachers and parents for showing 

their enthusiasm for TERRE Olympiad. Hon. Mr. Prakash 

Javadekar congratulated all the winners in a video message 

For Result click on below link 

http://terregreenolympiad.com/Result2020  

For TERRE News Click on below link  

Print Media  

TERRE Olympiad Award Ceremony, Lokmat 

http://epaperlokmat.in/Archive/epapernew.php?articleid=LO

K_HPUN_20200219_4_9&arted=Hello%20Pune&width=30

4px  

TERRE Olympiad Award Ceremony, Sakal. 'For details, go 

to page no. 3 in Pune Today section on 21/02/2020' 

http://epaper.esakal.com/FlashClient/Client_Panel.aspx#curr

Page=1  

For Video Coverage  

TERRE Olympiad Award Ceremony 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q8zpVX2BZEw&feature

=youtu.be  

Teachers Training Programme 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nLU5k0K2EME&featur

e=youtu.be  
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TERRE Donated Air Blower to 

Forest Department, Pune 

(20th February, 2020) 

TERRE Sandhya 

(25th February, 2020) 

 "A house you can rebuild; A bridge you can restring; A 

washed-out road you can fill in. But there is nothing you can 

do about A tree but mourn." 

- Louise Dickinson Rich 

     According to the 2019 report of Forest Survey of India, 

21.40% of forest cover in India is prone to fires, with forests in 

the north-eastern region and central India being the most 

vulnerable. Considering an emergency situation, TERRE 

Policy Centre donated essential air blower to Pune forest 

division on February 20, 2020. Air blower machine was 

donated by the hands of Dr. Vinitaa Apte, Founder Director, 

TERRE in the presence of Miss. Shreelaxmii Annabathula, 

Deputy Conservator of Forest, Pune Division. Air blower will 

be useful to prevent and control wildfire efficiently. 

'TERRE Sandhya', an interactive session was organized by 

TERRE Policy Centre on the evening of 25/02/2020 at 

Indradhanushya Environment and Citizenship Centre, Pune. 

Hon. Chief Guest and Speaker Dr. Hemant Bedekar - 

Principal Director Bamboo Society of India, Maharashtra 

Chapter gave an interesting presentation on "Extraordinary 

World of Bamboo" - "Bamboo for the Sustainable 

Development". From ancient times, bamboo has been an 

important part of the human life. Bamboo has different 

varieties that are beneficial for environmental conservation. In 

rain shadow areas or drought prone areas, fast growing 

bamboo will be the best option for cultivation in the forest and 

agricultural land. It helps to reduce soil erosion of the water 

basin and restore forest cover for biodiversity conservation. 

Bamboo is a green gold or golden stick so there's a need to 

register bamboo plantation on 7/12 document. In international 

markets, bamboo products are available in low price compared 

to Indian products. Bamboo-based industrial set up will help 

India to stand strong in international markets. It will also help 

to create strong economy. 

The event was concluded by a vote of thanks by Dr. Vinita 

Apte, Founder Director, TERRE and felicitation of Dr. 

Bedekar by Dr. Rajendra Shende, Chairman, TERRE. 

Teachers Olympiad 

(12th Edition - February, 2020) 

TERRE conducted its 12th edition of Teachers Olympiad, 

which is an online competition scheduled every month. 

TERRE Policy Centre in collaboration with Earth Day 

Network launched this Olympiad to encourage the teachers to 

spread awareness about environmental issues among students. 

 

Winner of Teachers Olympiad - February, 2020:  

Mrs Jyoti Khandelwal   
Faculty at Government Secondary School Bayana Bharatpur, 

Rajasthan 

Interested teachers can register anytime for the Olympiad using 

the link given below: 

http://terrepolicycentre.com/TERRE-Teachers-Olympiad.asp  

  

For any queries regarding the above competition, feel free to 

contact us :  

Email ID: terrepolicycentre@gmail.com  

Contact: 020-25448650 
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Sarada superba is a species of agamid lizard found in Maharashtra, India. It 

was described in 2016 and in the past was part of a complex that include 

Sitana ponticeriana. The fan-throated lizard (Sitana ponticeriana) is a 

species of agamid lizard found in eastern peninsular India. It was earlier 

thought to be widespread but studies in 2016 resulted in the splitting of the 

group into several species placed in two genera. The genus Sitana has an 

enlarged projecting scale on the posterior side of the hind thigh which is 

absent in the sister genus Sarada. The species is found mostly on the ground 

in open ground patches in thin forests.  When disturbed this lizard 

sometimes runs with a bipedal gait.. 
Sarada superba 

Land Remediation - Why is it important? 
Land remediation is the removal of pollutants and 

contaminants from the soil or groundwater, reinitiates the 

former state or “baseline condition” of the land. This 

process restores the deterioration of the Earth’s land 

surfaces, improving the soil quality. With an increase in 

environmental hazards, the importance of land remediation 

goes beyond the restoration of quality of the land, to 

safeguard the natural habitat against potential harmful 

effects from exposure to the land. 

Causes of land degradation - 

Industrial operations that leave behind the untreated toxic 

chemical residues directly on the land surfaces are the major 

causes of land deterioration. Activities such as mining, 

quarrying, construction, improper disposal of solid waste, 

landfills, etc. also contribute to land contamination. Land 

degradation is associated with a number of threats including 

but not limited to – soil erosion, soil contamination, 

salinization, decline in the organic matter, loss of 

biodiversity 

on the land, etc. 

Process of land remediation - 
Firstly, a site assessment is conducted to determine the 
extent of environmental damage caused to the land surface. 
Based on the investigations and surveys conducted, one or 
more appropriate solutions for the process are chosen. 
Modern technologies such as thermal desorption, dredging, 
excavating, solidification and stabilization, soil vapor 
extraction, nanoremediation, bioremediation, collapsing air 
microbubbles, pump and treat method, etc. provide pertinent 
solutions to the problem of land degradation. 
Why is land remediation necessary? 
Land remediation helps in controlling, reducing, and 
completely removing contaminants in the soil. This ensures 
that the land no longer poses a threat to the surrounding 
environment and the environmental sanctity is restored. 
Improving the quality of land results in an increase in soil 
water storage, enhanced water infiltration and increased 
resistance to erosion. 

- Advait Khare 
BYK College of Commerce, Nashik 

NUMBER OF THE MONTH 13 
The 13th Meeting of the Conference of the Parties to 

the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory 

Species of Wild Animals (CMS COP13) was held in 

Gandhinagar, at the kind invitation of the 

Government of India from 15 to 22 February 2020. 

Read More: 

https://indusdictum.com/2020/02/10/india-to-host-

cop13- 

un-summit-on-conservation-of-migratory-birds-

from-feb- 

17-javadekar/  
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'Nature backfires 

against human 

actions!!' 

 

Courtesy:  

Dhanraj Garad 

 

QUESTION OF THE MONTH 
State with the highest percentage of 

forests 

(A) Arunachal Pradesh 

(B) Uttar Pradesh 

(C) Assam 

(D) Mizoram 

 

If you know the answer, send us at 

info@terrepolicycentre.com 

 

Answer of last month's question: 

D) Convocation 

Winner of the last month's question: 

Rahul Autade 

Answer of Last Month Crossword 
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